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Locating Silicon Systems Inc.  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the links text-based web browser has been directed to the Internet destination 
http://www.siliconsys.com.  On that web page the category products has been selected.   

Press <ENTER> to navigate to the Products area of that website.   

http://www.siliconsys.com


 
Locating PHPCatalog 
The source code for PHPCatalog is available from Silicon Systems, a company that produces 
programs for PHP websites.  Their URL is http://www.siliconsys.com.  

Consider the following.  

  

In the example, the web page located at Internet site http://www.siliconsys.com/products.php 
is in view.  It bears a description of PHPCatalog as well as a link to download it.  

Highlight “PHPCatalog v2.5” and press <ENTER> to navigate to the download area of this 
website.   

http://www.siliconsys.com
http://www.siliconsys.com/products.php


 
Downloading PHPCatalog  

Consider the following:  

  

In the above example a variety of options is presented in terms of downloading PHPCatalog.  The 
package is written in PHP a portable language that can be executed on many operating systems, 
including Unix and Windows.  Because PHP can run on both Linux or Windows 2000, formats 
compatible for both platforms are available (.zip or .tar.gz)  

Highlight PHPCatalog-2.5.tar.gz and press <ENTER> to download PHPCatalog  2.5 for Linux. 



 
Saving A File With links  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the links browser is asking about the incoming data stream and how to handle it.  
In this case we are going to select [ Save ] and press the <ENTER> key.  



 
links File Save Instructions  

Consider the following:  

  

In the above example the PHPCatalog source code file is to be saved in the /tmp directory under 
the name PHPCatalog-2.5.tar.gz. 



 
Download Results  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the PHPCatalog file has indeed been saved in the /tmp directory.  

The next step is to move the file to a proper location in the file system and unpackage it.  



 
Moving PHPCatalog  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the cp command was used to move PHPCatalog.2.5.tar.gz file to the directory 
that holds the content for the website www.different-products.com.  

http://www.differentproducts.com


 
Unpackaging PHPCatalog  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the current working directory, /home/webs/www.different-products.com, was 
displayed with the pwd.  Next, the contents of the directory were obtained with the ls. command, 
giving up three results – a file called index.html, a directory named logs and the 
PHPCatalog.2.5.tar.gz file.  

Next, the file was unpackaged using the command tar –zxf PHPCatalog.2.5.tar.gz.  After that, ls 
was used again to obtain a listing of the directory contents.  This time a new directory, 
PHPCatalog, appears in the directory listing.  

http://www.differentproducts.com


 
Installing PHPCatalog:  Checking for mysql 
PHPCatalog requires the presence of mysql, a powerful open source database server.  Without it 
the application will not work properly.  The presence of mysql must be verified at this point.  

Consider the following:  

  

In the above example the presence of the mysql database server was verified with the ps ax | 
grep mysql command.  The presence of /usr/libexec/mysqld entries in the listing proves that 
mysql is installed and running on this computer.   



 
Installing PHPCatalog:  Creating the PHPCatalog mysql database  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the presence of the createdb_mysql script is verified using the ls command.  

Next mysql is invoked and the different database created.  This database will hold the entries 
that will ultimately compose the www.different-products.com web-based catalog. 

http://www.differentproducts.com


 
Installing PHPCatalog:  Correcting the createdb_mysql file 
There is an error in the createdb_mysql file on line 74.  In this line the INSERT command 
attempts to insert a NULL value into a table that will not tolerate such values in that column (as 
defined on the fourth line displayed on the screen for user_id).  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the NULL entry (which is INCORRECT) is highlighted.  This must be changed to 
an empty string (‘’) for the script to work properly.  



 
The Corrected createdb_mysql  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the offending NULL value has been replaced with an empty string (‘’), which is 
acceptable to mysql. 



 
Creating the PHPCatalog User Identitiy In mysql 
Once the script has been created, the mysql user has to be created.  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the mysql system has been entered, the mysql database selected and a SQL 
statement issued against the user table that creates a user named different who can only 
connect to the server from localhost (the same machine as that which runs mysql). 



 
Creating the PHPCatalog:  Restarting mysql  

Once this is accomplished, the mysql system must be re-started to reload its user database.    

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the mysql program has been restarted via the /etc/rc.d/init.d/mysqld restart 
command.  This causes mysql to reload its user information. 



 
Installing PHPCatalog:  Creating the PHPCatalog database tables 
Now that the user and database has been created, the createdb_mysql script can be used to 
install the PHPCatalog database tables.  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the source createdb_mysql command was used to create the PHPCatalog 
database tables. 



 
Verifying User different Accessibility To The different Database 
Once the database has been created, it is a good idea to make sure that the created user can 
both access mysql and the different database.  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the mysql database system was entered using the credentials of the user 
different.  Once the system was entered the database named different was accessed, proving 
that the user has access to both the mysql system and the different database.   



 
Locating the PHPCatalog Configuration File:  config.inc 
Now that the database has been prepared, the time has come to customize the PHPCatalog 
installation for this particular application.  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the /home/webs/www.different-products/com/PHPCatalog/include, has been 
displayed with the pwd command.  Then the ls command was used to obtain a listing of all of the 
files in that directory.  The config.inc file has been highlighted.  

The config.inc file is what must be customized to localize this PHPCatalog installation.     

http://www.differentproducts/com/PHPCatalog/include


 
Before Localizing config.inc 
The default config.inc file contains some generic information that must be adjusted before the 
application can be executed for the first time.  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the default config.inc file is displayed.      



 
After Localizing config.inc  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example appears the customized information for this PHPCatalog implementation.  Notice 
that very little information need be changed to bring up a basic version of PHPCatalog, only five 
settings were changed.    

The values that were localized are:  

$CFG->dbname 
$CFG->dbuser 
$CFG->dbpass 
$CFG->wwwroot 
$CFG->dirroot  



 
Verifying That Apache Is Running 
The next step to bringing PHPCatalog online is making sure that the webserver apache is 
running on this computer.  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example the apache web server was proven to be running via the use of the following 
command: ps ax | grep httpd.  The presence of entries in the form /usr/sbin/httpd show that the 
apache web server is active on this machine. 



 
Testing PHPCatalog 
Now that the PHPCatalog package has been unpackaged in the appropriate directory, the mysql 
user and database created and the apache web server proven to be working, it is now time to 
test the system!  

Consider the following  

  

In the example the Internet server http://www.different-products.com has been visited by 
Internet Explorer.  As can be seen by the output, the catalog system is running, but certain 
administrative scripts still need to be executed - in particular the setup.php script.  

http://www.differentproducts.com


 
The /PHPCatalog/admin/setup.php Script Output – Screen 1 
There is a script that accompanies PHPCatalog used to finalize some of the setup of the system.  
It presents a tremendous amount of information about the system, but only the last screen of 
information is really relevant to setting up PHPCatalog  

Consider the following:  

   



 
The /PHPCatalog/admin/setup.php Script Output – Screen 2  

Consider the following:  

  



 
The /PHPCatalog/admin/setup.php Script Output – Screen 3  

Consider the following:  

  



 
The /PHPCatalog/admin/setup.php Script Output – Screen 4  

Consider the following:  

   

This is the most important screen, click on “To begin database initialization, click here” to 
begin setting up the database.  



 
PHPCatalog Database Created  

Consider the following:  

   

Click on “To Check the tables click here” to continue  



 
PHPCatalog Tables Created  

Consider the following:  

   

Click on the URL at the bottom of the screen to check if the configuration worked 



 
Warning:  setup.php must be disabled  

Consider the following:  

   

In the example, the PHPCatalog system is advising the user to disable the setup.php script.  



 
Disabling setup.php  

Consider the following:  

   

In the example the mv command is used to change the name of setup.php to setup.grl.  After that 
the chmod command is used to make the script inaccessible to anyone but the owner of the file. 



 
PHPCatalog Final Configuration  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example is the final configuration page of PHPCatalog, which allows the user to select 
popular settings such as currency and other settings designed to help make the system more 
powerful. 



 
www.different-products.com Catalog – Main Page  

  

In the example appears an item in the catalog system of www.different-products.com.  At the 
moment it is the only item in the catalog.  

http://www.differentproducts.comCatalog
http://www.differentproducts.com


 
www.different-products.com Catalog – Product Detail Page  

Consider the following:  

  

In the example are the item details for the selected catalog item. Item details provide additional 
information to interested consumers about the characteristics of the listed product. 

http://www.differentproducts.comCatalog

